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PARTICIPATION & PLANNING 
JELTZ [THROUGH SPEAKERS] People of Earth, this is Prostetnic Vogon Jeltz of 
the Galactic Hyperspace planning council. As you are probably aware, plans 
for the development of the outlying regions of the galaxy involve the 
building of a hyperspace express route through your star system ... and, 
unfortunately, your planet is one of those scheduled for demolition. The 
process will take slightly less than two of your Earth minutes. Thank you.  
 
There's no point in acting all surprised about it. The plans and demolition 
orders have been on display at your local planning office in Alpha Centauri 
for fifty of your Earth years, so you've had plenty of time to lodge formal 
complaints.  
 
What do you mean you've never been to Alpha Centauri? Oh, for heaven's 
sake mankind, it's only four light years away you know. I'm sorry, but if you 
can't be bothered to take an interest in local affairs that's your own lookout.  
Apathetic bloody planet, I've no sympathy at all.  
 
Energize the demolition beams. 
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VALUES & COMMON GROUND 
“It’s all about the very ordinary things 
that make everyday life worth living. 
Things which cross over between nature 
and history, but the intangibles have 
been ever more marginalised by 
professionals of  all kinds. Not because 
they are soft, which is what the media 
always calls them, but because they are 
actually very hard, very hard to 
articulate, very hard to capture and that’s 
the paradox of  all of  this. Their 
elusiveness is part of  their importance” 
  

(Common Ground, in Davies, 1998, p.96) 
 





GOVERNING COMMON GROUND 
“In order to successfully plan, one needs to articulate and engage 
a set of  deeper, more fundamental issues and questions about the 
root causes of  the current situation” (Jacobs, 1993) 
 

“What we are talking about is significance. The question is why is it 
significant and to whom ... the crunch comes when you have to 
prioritise things … ” (Planner, in Davies, 1998) 
 

“ The trouble is who is going to decide … the area is unsafe to be 
left with politicians and business people. There needs to be a wider 
debate so that all sides of  the story, all values can be considered” 
(NGO, in Davies, 1998) 
 
HOW DO WE WISH TO LIVE? 
 



“… we’ll need you to work with us to 
ensure we have sustainable water services 
into the future. To do this we need your 
participation when it comes to metering, 
registration, and eventually billing. 
Together we can improve and secure this 
precious resource that will be vital to the 
social and economic life of  this nation far 
into the future … [so that]Ireland has a 
water network that can accommodate all 
our needs in the near future” 
(Irish Water, Why value water?, 2016). 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
KNOWLEDGE ENVIRONMENTAL ATTITUDE PRO-ENVIRONMENTAL 

BEHAVIOUR 



ATTITUDES 
- Individuals have attitudes 
- Attitudes towards consumption and responsibility need to change 
- Attitudes are changed by information 
- Attitudes drive behaviour 

 

BEHAVIOUR 
- Behaviour is what individuals do 
- Behaviours need to change 
- Behaviours are driven by attitudes and prices 
- People choose how to behave 

 

CHOICE 
- If  individuals chose better our situation would be better 
- Policy makers need to encourage individuals to make different choices 

cf  Shove (2014) 
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IT’S MORE COMPLICATED 



 19th Century   Communal pump  
 

Early 20th Century  Private outside tap and toilet 
 

Mid 20th Century  Indoor ground floor bathrooms 
 

Late 20th Century  Central heating, upstairs bathrooms,  
   plumbed washing machine 
 

Early 21st Century  Dishwashers, power showers, en-suite  
   and multiple bathrooms, jet patio cleaners 

 
 
 

CHANGING INFRASTRUCTURES 



 

WHAT GOES ON BEHIND 
THE SHOWER CURTAIN? 



DOMESTIC SUSTAINABILITY TRANSITIONS 

 

ethnographic 



EFFICIENCY IN 
USE 

ADAPTIVE 
WASHING 

CONNECTING 
WITH 

NATURE 
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SOCIAL 
PRACTICES 

RULES  & GOVERNANCE 

SOCIAL NORMS 

TOOLS & 
TECHNOLOGIES 

KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS 

EFFICIENCY 
IN USE 

ADAPTIVE 
WASHING 

CONNECTING 
WTH NATURE 

PROMISING PRACTICES 



GETTING BEHIND THE SHOWER CURTAIN 
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HOMELABS IMPACT 



CREATING COMMON GROUND 
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CREATING COMMON GROUND? 
 

“ better ways need to be developed for articulating people's values and 
taking them into account from the earliest stage in what have been hitherto 

relatively technocratic procedures” (RCEP, 1998) 



“Today, the communications industry is taking a historic, first-
of-its-kind step to beat poverty, injustice and inequality. The 
six biggest communications businesses in the world have 
risen to what some may have said was an impossible test: 
they have agreed to put their differences aside in support of  a 
joint unique and exciting initiative to advance the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs…this is 
both an example and a challenge to all of  us to find our own 
common ground for the common good”  
(June 24th, Ban Ki Moon, Secretary General UN, 2016) 



 

MY COMMON GROUND 



 “The enmeshed borders where human and nature collide are 
microcosms of  our world at large, an extraordinary exquisite 
world that is growing closer to the edge every day…These 
spaces reassert a vital truth: nature isn’t just some remote 
mountainous protected park, it is all around us. It is in 
us. It IS us”  
 
Rob Cowen, Common Ground, 2015, p.12 



THANK YOU 
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